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Abstract

This study aimed to develop a proposed perception of the professional
development of special education teachers in Egypt in light of the CEC standards,
through: ldentifying the concept of professional development for teachers, revealing the
reality of professional development for special education teachers in Egypt and the most
important problems that hinder its achievement. The most prominent aspects of preparing
special education teachers according to the CEC standards, determining the professional
development requirements for special education teachers in Egypt in light of the CEC
standards. The researcher used the descriptive approach, and used the questionnaire as a
study tool that was applied to a sample of directors and teachers of special education
schools in the governorate. Damietta, numbering (6) school principals, (204) teachers,
(totaling (210) individuals, and the most important findings of the study are the following:
— Professional development assists the special education teacher in raising his level of
competence, and the professional development of the special education teacher
provides appropriate feedback to improve his performance.

— Professional development programs are launched based on clear goals.

— The professional development programs for the special education teacher focus on
taking into account the psychological aspects of students with special needs.

The results of the study also revealed the most important obstacles to the

professional development of special education teachers in Egypt, including:

— The lack of financial resources to develop the capabilities of the professional special
education teacher.

— Poor planning for special education teacher training programs.

— Weak incentives for the special education teacher for self-development.

— Fear of and opposition to change.

— Lack of information on professional development programs for special education
teachers.

Key words: Professional Development - Special Education - Council for Exceptional Children (CEC)
Standards




