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Planning for Activating the Social Responsibility of Egyptian Universities to
Achieve Sustainable Development
Introduction
The world of today witnesses both rapid and great changes including all
fields of economic, social, political, educational and cognitive life in order to create
new intellectual, practical and life patterns. The university with its concept and roles
1s not immune {rom these changes that have affected various fields of life.

Any observer of the status of the higher education globally, can realize that the
roles of universities are changing significantly at the level of concept, application and
practice. Moreover, there is a growing recognition of the role that can be played by
universities towards economic growth and social and environmental development in
the great challenges the world faces today.

Although the main role of higher education institutions is represented in the
cognitive message, today's challenges and requirements have imposed on these
institutions responsibilities and roles that have affected various sides of daily life
giving the highest priority for the social responsibility and the real, direct and
continuous action in developing society as well as doing their part as social
institutions.

The university can no longer be isolated in an ivory tower away from the clash
with reality and addressing issues. As a matter of fact, university is a part of the
society and they have a mutual relationship in the sense that university presents
services for society and society provides it with legitimacy and justification of
existence.

Social responsibility is considered one of the most important modern
administrative approaches to improve the performance of institutions and activate
their role in sustainable development through enhancing both the environmental and
social fields especially with the increase of the role of the public opinion and
environmental and social organizations in evaluating social performance. Thus, it
works on ensuring the integrity of the dimensions of its overall performance and not
just achieving high economic and financial performance at the expense of the rest of
the social performance dimensions.

Problems and Questions of the Study

Social responsibility plays an important role in the process of development
through pinpointing both the difficulties and problems faced by individuals for the
development of policies and action plans to solve these problems, cvercome
difficulties and increase the ways of cooperation and coordination among the various
parties involved in the development planr}mgpfeees%—nm
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The current study tries to show the relationship between the social responsibilities of
universities and sustainable development through answering the following main question:
How can planning for the activation of social responsibility of universities
contribute to achieving sustainable development?

This main question is subdivided into the following questions:

1. What is the theoretical and conceptual framework of social responsibility?

2. What are the main Arabic and foreign experiences in the field of social responsibility
of universities?

3. What are the main reasons for moving towards the developmental role of universities
in the light of Egypt’s vision 2030?

4. What is the reality of Egyptian universities achieving sustainable development in the
light of their social responsibility? What are the main obstacles they face?

5. What is the proposed plan for activating the social responsibility of Egyptian
universities to achieve sustainable development?

Aims of the Study

The current study aims at investigating the following poeints:

1. Affirming the important role that can be achieved by university through its social
responsibility

2. Keeping up with modern Arabic and foreign trends in the field of social responsibility
3. Pinpointing the developmental roies that can be achieved by university

4. Evaluating some indicators of Egypt's vision 2030

5. Recognizing the reality of achieving the practices of social responsibility of Egyptian
universities

6. Identifying the reality of the Egyptian universities to achieve sustainable development
and pinpointing the main obstacles that face them

7. Presenting a proposed plan to activate the social responsibility of universities to
achieve sustainable development

Importance of the Study

First: theoretical importance:

The importance of the study derives from the topic it is addressing as it is established in
the theoretical and applied part for the conceptual connection between activating the
social responsibility of universities and achieving sustainable development.
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e Fourth chapter: Sustainable development (developmental roles of the university and
Egypt's vision 2030. It answers the following question:
What are the main reasons for moving towards the developmental role of
universities in the light of Egypt's vision 20307
“¢The Third Step: it includes the framework of the fieldwork followed by the
discussion and analysis of the results as follows:

eChapter five: the field-based study and its procedures. It answers the following
question:

What is the reality of achieving the Egyptian universities of sustainable development in
the light of their social responsibility? And what are the main hindrances that face
them?

% The Fourth Step:

eChapter six: it presents a proposed plan to activate the social responsibility of
Egyptian universities to achieve sustainable development and it answers the following
question:

What is the proposed plan for activating social responsibility of Egyptian universities to
achieve sustainable development?

Results of the Study
The study has shown that there are many shortcomings and weaknesses in the university

to do its social responsibility as well as in the field of sustainable development through
its theoretical and applied framework. In order to overcome these weaknesses, the study
sets a proposed plan to activate the social responsibilities of universities to achieve
sustainable development.

The elements of the proposed study are represented in the following:

- Premises of the plan

- Aims of the plan

- Bases of the plan

- Implementers

- Compornents of the plan

- Requirements of the study

- Obstacles of the study

The study ended with forming a pian to activate the social responsibility of universities to
achieve sustainable development including: inputs, processes, outputs and feedback
through a number of procedures such as:
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The importance of the study also lies in the fact that sustainable development becomes a
matter of urgency since it forms the instrument of societies to achieve their welfare and
progress in the light of this rapid and changeable current era which imposes on
educational institutions the necessity of keeping up with it in addition to the multiplicity
of categories benefiting from the study such as:

e Higher education institutions

e Teaching staff

e Students

Local society

Productive and industrial institutions

Educational decision maker

Executive branch

Second: applied importance:

The applied importance of the current study lies in presenting a proposed study through
the theoretical and field-based study to activate the social responsibility of universities to
achieve sustainable development.

Methodology and Tools of the Study

The current study employs the descriptive approach with its analytical style as it matches
with the nature of the study. This approach depends on studying the phenomenon as it is,
describing it in great detail, pinpointing its characteristics and tackling how it is connected
with other ones aiming to use data to set plans more intelligent to improve the social and
educational processes and conditions.

- The study uses the questionnaire as a main instrument to collect data.

Structure and Steps of the Study

According to the aims of the study and its questions, the structure is as follows:

% First Step:

e First chapter: the general framework of the study.

% Second step: It includes the theoretical framework of the study as follows:

e Second chapter: the social responsibility of universities and their intellectual and
conceptual framework. It answers the following question:

What is the intellectual and conceptual framework of social responsibility?

e Third chapter: the social responsibility of universities - Arabic and foreign experiences.
[t answers the following question:

What are the main Arabic and foreign experiences in the field of the social responsibility of
universities?
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Developing the vision and mission of university in a manner that guarantees clarifying
the concepts of social responsibility and sustainable development

Establishing a club for social responsibility to widen the participation of students
Developing monitoring and accounting tools of social and developmental activities

Integrating the concepts of social responsibility and sustainability in university
activities and curricula

Developing the partnership modalities among universities and productive institutions
I'stablishing science stations in the universities

Establishing incubators for university business

Providing suitable financial and moral incentives for the participants in social activities
Setting a research agenda for the university in accordance with Egypt's vision 2030
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