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Rafefh is grappling with a humanitarian catastrophe due to food short
of disease under the constant threat of Israeli bombs, reports Alaa Al

Gaza. (@
£

ages and the spread
_Mashhardwi from

sidents in the

Four-and-a-half months j ¥ i ' Strip, Rafah re
s into the Israeli war on the Gaza p, ¢ its threat t0

south of Gaza fear an impending humanitarian catastrophe if Israel carries ou
launch a military operation in the city. ;

Conditions in Rafah are fast deteriorating, especially after it became home to 1.5 r.n.illion
lack of the necessities of

d_isplaced residents of the Strip. The continued Israeli bombing, .
life, and thousands of people being forced to sleep out in the open or in tents have all led
to catastrophic humanitarian conditions, including the threat of epidemics and the spread

of diseases. ‘

Nidal Khadra, a political analyst, told Al-Ahram Weekly that there is no safe place in the
Gaza Strip amid the ongoing Israeli aggression. The brutal crimes and daily massacres
that the Isracli army has been carrying out have extended to areas including Mawasi,
Khan Younis, and Rafah in the south-of the Strip, despite earlier Israeli claims that these

areas are safe for displaced people.

)

Last year the black market was the main source of dollars for importers and businessmen.
Dive straight into the market's perspective through a talk to purchasers and sellers for
their take on the latest dance with the dollar.

The decision on 6 March by the Central Bank of Egypt (CBE) to float the national
currency, leaving its price to be determined by market forces and injecting billions of
dollars into the banking sector, made the dollar parallel market obsolete.

The Russia-Ukraine war had hit the economy hard on the back of an inflated import bil]

as well as the decline in foreign currency resources and the fleeing of $20 billion 0%
portfolio investments. The banking sector could not fulfil the demand of Importers on the
dollar, causing a backlog of imports stuck at ports. These include food, medjcine and
animal feed in addition to production input and semifinal products. The absence of ’these
items led to a substantia! increase in prices as well as slowing down pi“oduétion at

hundreds of factories.
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Good Luck
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