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Can a poor country boy from the hills of Kentucky become President of the United
States. Can a poor black city boy become wealthy and famous all over the world?
Can a woman become President of the United States. The answer to all of these
questions is “yes ideally it is possible.” The key word here is “ideally.” Tdeally.
everyone in the United States, whether rich or poor, has an equal eppertunity teo
succeed. This concept of equal opportunity to succeed is a basic idea in capitalism,
the economic system of the Ugited States. Social classes or levels are not!
mainly

permanently established. The terms upper class or upper-middle class are
financial terms, although an upper class person has been wealthy for a long
There are no kings queens or other royalty in the United States,

background is not an important as that person’s position now. P
United States is a country of immigrants, people who often had very little when they

arrived in the country, Americans value the ability to go “from rags to r

(Horatio Alger 1899, p.30). The first two ecxamples in the first D
descriptions of self-made men, who started life with almost nothing and be

successful. These men arc President Abraham Lincoln and the boxer
Ali. These two men did not have the advantages of wealth,

opportunities, or contact with powerful people. However,

wanted to succeed. Of course, it is unrealistic to say that everyone
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