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Fictional character takes many forms. We recognize Brer Rabbit or Reynard
the Fox, the goddess Hera or Thomas the Tank Engine as quasi-persons,
figures that move us in the way that only stories about a recognizably
human destiny can move us. To “recognize” means both that we find a
frame for understanding what kind of being this is, and that we see our-
selves in these figures- “ourselves” only in the most general,
anthropomorphic sense that we translate animals or gods or steam trains
into human-like figures which will fit into our stories- and on that basis we
project something more specific onto them.
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